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Kev facts 
-- 
Role:  To  give legal  judgments on cases brought 
before it 
Court of  Justice:  One judge from each EU country; 
eight crdvocates-general 
Court of 
First lnstance:  One judge from each EU country 
Term of  office:  Members of  both courts are appointed for 
renewable terms of  six years 
Address:  Plateau du Kirchberg, 1-2925 Luxembourg 
TeL:  (352)  4303- 7 
Internet:  curia.  eu. in  l 
The  Court  of Justice  of  the  European 
Communities  (often  referred  to simply  as 
'the Court') was set up under the ECSC Treaty 
in 1952. Its job is to ensure that EU  legisla- 
tion (technically known as  'Community  law') 
is interpreted and applied in the same way in 
each member state. In other words, that it is 
always identical for all parties and in all cir- 
cumstances. The Court has the power to set- 
tle legal disputes between member states, EU 
institutions, businesses and individuals. 
The  Court  is  composed  of one  judge  per 
member state, so  that all the EU's  national 
legal  systems  are  represented.  Even  after 
enlargement there will still be one judge per 
member state, but for the sake of efficiency 
the  Court  will  be  able  to sit  as  a  'Grand 
Chamber' of  just 13 judges instead of  always 
having to meet in  a plenary session attended 
by all the judges. 
The  Court  is  assisted  by  eight  'advocates- 
general'.  Their  role  is  to  present  reasoned 
opinions  on  the cases  brought  before  the 
Court. They  must do so  publicly and impar- 
tially. 
The judges and advocates-general are either 
former  members  of the  highest  national 
courts or highly competent lawyers who can 
be relied on to show  impartiality. They  are 
appointed by joint agreement of  the govern- 
ments  of  the  member  states.  Each  is 
appointed for a term of  six years, after which 
they may be reappointed for one or two fur- 
ther periods of three years. 
To  help the Court of Justice cope with the 
thousands of  cases brought before it, and to 
offer  citizens  better  legal  protection,  a 
'Court  of First  Instance'  was  created  in 
1989. This Court (which is attached to the 
Court of  Justice) is responsible for giving rul- 
ings  on  certain  kinds  of case,  particularly 
actions  brought by  private individuals and 
cases relating to unfair competition between 
businesses. 
The  Court of Justice and the Court of First 
lnstance each  have a  President, chosen  by 
their fellow judges  to serve  for  a term  of 
three years. they  must  also  have  a  mandate  from  the 
authorities they represent, or must be politi- 
cally accountable to them. 
The  Committee of the  Regions appoints a 
President from  among  its  members,  for  a 
term of  two years. 
What does the Committee do? 
The  role of the Committee of the Regions is 
to put forward the local and regional points 
of view on EU  legislation. It does so  by issu- 
ing opinions on Commission proposals. 
Commission  for  Culture  and  Education 
(EDUC); 
Commission for Constitutional Affairs and 
European Governance (CONST); 
Commission for External Relations (RELEX). 
The  Commission and the Council must con- 
sult the Committee of the Regions on topics -  of direct  relevance  to  local  and  regional 
authorities,  but  they  can  also  consult  the 
Committee whenever they wish.  For its part, 
How is the Committee's work 
organised? 
Each  year  the  Committee  of the  Regions 
holds five plenary sessions,  during which its 
general  policy  is  defined and  opinions are 
adopted. 
The members of the Committee are assigned 
to specialist 'commissions'  whose job  is  to 
prepare the  plenary sessions.  There  are  six 
commissions: 
Commission for Territorial Cohesion Policy 
(COTER); 
Commission  for  Economic  and  Social 
Policy (ECOS); 
Commission for Sustainable Development 
(DEW; 
Through the Committee of the Regions, mayors and 
town councillors from 011  over Europe have their 
say in EU action that affects the regions -  such os 
projects to improve transport, communicotions 
and energy networks.  35European Union 
Candidate countries 
Member states of the European Union 
New member states due to join in 2004 
Situation: spring 2003 In  just half a century, the European 
Union (EU) has achieved remarkable 
things. It has delivered peace between 
I  its member states and prosperity for its 
citizens. It  has created a single European 
currency (the euro) and a frontier-free 
'single market' where goods, people, 
services and capital move around freely. 
The EU has grown from six to  fifteen 
countries and it is preparing to embrace 
a dozen more. It has become a major 
trading power and a world leader in 
fields such as environmental protection 
and development aid. 
The EU's success owes a lot to the way it works -  its unique method 
of  interaction between institutions such as the European Parliament, 
the CounCil and the European Commission, supported by a number of 
agencies and other bodies. 
This booklet gives a comprehensive overview of  what each institution, 
agency or body does and how it is organised. The aim is to provide a 
helpful guide to the EU's  decision-making system. 
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